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ISLAN IN GLOBAL HISTORY
By
Professor Nazeer Ahmed
Reviewed by Prof, Niaz Erfan

The book, "Islam in Global History", written in two volumes covering
the period from the death of the Holy Prophet (pbuh) to the First Worid War,
by Dr. Nazeer Ahmed, has the distinction of being, at the same time, a book
on history and a book on the philosophy of history. This is because, as the
reader discovers, it is not merely a chronicle of events of the Muslim world
from the advent of Islam to the end of the World War I; it is a book which
probes into the causes of the victories and defeats of dynasties as well as
successes and failures of movements in Islamic history and lays down the

laws for rise and fall of civilizations.

Certanly, he is not the first in the field of the philosophy of history. The
two -stalwart's, who made originarl and remarkable contributions in this field
during the last two millennia, are Ibn Khaldun ‘and Toynbee. The book in
which they propounded their theories of the interpretatibn of history, are not
book on history as such. Historical data were, no doubt, used and analyzed
to substantiate their theses. Ibn Khaldun proved his concept of Asabiyah
(social group cohesion) in the context of the history of the Arabs and the
Berbers, which he ( khaldun) was to write subsequently. Toynbee used the
data from world history to prove his idea of "Challenge and Response"” to be
the determining factor in the strength and decay of civilazations and
societies. It is the distinction of the author of the book under review that he
has produced a comprehensive and coherent work on Islamic history and at
each critical stage he has diagnosed the causes of the major events, which
had gone to make watersheds and turning points in fhe Muslim history

worldwide.

.S(e.r.me.inw .h
gume CAMScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

v ‘ p—m— - — .’.3 .

s '3 s
Or Nazeer Ahmed 1s an eclectic writer who partially benefited from the
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ncepts of the interpretation of history expounded by Ibn Khaldun anc
oy 4 » . 'y - 'h ~e o 4+
Toynbee For example, he agrees with Ibn Khaldun when he says, "The
- & i (i m v mn e ~r tn tc fmnimA H Cf‘!’t""iﬂabOﬂ Oll TU:T’I’.‘S:'I
rngins oF e LUaoman cmpire are 0 e joundg In 2 wiliv .
-} H ‘ ~
§ Yo thin ¢ s - orc
by ibn Khaldun to denote tribal cohesion, the force
} id ; ; ’ | o -~ ? e d ~ i
izt holds together tribes through bonds of blood, a characteristic found in
desert and the nomads off the steppes,”

(Volume 1. p 124) He concurs with Toynbee when he writes, "Great

cvilizations measure up to their challenges and grow more resilient with each
crisis, tuming ad'.'erssry into opportunity. Critical moments in history test the

mettie of humans. Great men and women bend history to their will, whereas

veaker ones are swaliowed up in the convuisions of time."(Volume 1,Page

But he finds Ibn Khaldun's concept of Asabiyah deficient in the context

of the interpretation of the histcr/ of Isimic nations and civilization. He rightly
while the concept of Asabiyah does play the determining role in
the thestiny of people outside the fold of Islam (and perhaps the
people who pay Islam mere lip service, since Islam discourages all types of
Aszbiyah). Thus he writes: “...However, lbn Khaldun's ideas present
enormous difficulties in Islamic perspective. Islam is against Asabiyah based

i
M
w
(C) 5
m

on race, color or national origin”. (Volume 1, page 238).

As an elternative, Dr. Nazeer Ahmed has formulated his own theory for
the interpretation of history; it is the principle of "self-renewal”, which,
according to him, makes renewal of Islam possible through regeneration, van
guarded by the recurrent appearance of reformers. "Century after century”,
he writés, “from the Al Muhaddith of the Maghrib to Uthman Dan Fuduye of
Nigeria and the Mahdi of Sudan (as also Mujaddid Alf Thani of Sirhind, Shah
Waliullah of Delni and Dr. Muhammed Igbal of Lahore, who have been
named as reformers in the book elsewhere), one sees this recurrent attempt
at renewal of Islamic life and a regeneration of Islamic civilzation ." (Volume

Sw[ﬂ& \1
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1,page ?4()) ll(* LOH'.I(J( 'S Ilw idrn of l.nw}nd rmmr th.m thes tribal Asabiyah |
as the force binding Muslims of different power that hold pcoplr: together,,. at |
the core of Islam is the idea of Tawhid " (Volume 1, page 242), He expounds |

his own theory of the pl{ilo:;ophy of history more explicitly in the following
words: "It is our thesis that the causes of the rise and fall of Muslim societies
are to be found in the internal dialectic of the community. lslamic history
revolves around the axis of faith." (Volume 1, page 221). |

It is a pleasant surprise to find a person like Dr. Nazeer Ahmed, the
author of the book, making such an original and remarkable contribution in
the field of philosophy of history, a field not directly linked with his academic
background and career, which is, no doubt, brilliant, He’holds a B.S. with |
distinction from the University of Mysore, M.S. and D.A.E. degrees form
Caltech, a Ph.D. from Comell, and an MBA from Rider University. He has
contributed significantly to space projects including Apollo Mission, Lunar
Rover, the Hubble Space Telescope and several Star Wars Programs in the
USA. He was an elected member of the Provincial Legislative Assembly
Bangalore, India, in 1978, His other publications include a dialogue between
modern man and Islam, entited, "What Maker Us Human?...A Spiritual
Perspective",

Dr. Nazeer Ahmed's wisdom, coupled with his deep spirituality, is
abundantly refleced in the pages of the two volumes of the book. The
compliments paid to Al Mugaddamah of Ibn Khaldun in the Encyclopedia
Britannia that "equally applies to Dr, Nazeer Ahmed's work, "Islam in Global
History". You will find innumerable quotable observations, the pearls of
wisdom, scattered and shining like jewels throughout the pages of the book.
His mastery of the English language, which is not his mother tongue, and the
vastness of his vocabulary, make him stand out even above several
~ celebrated authors whose mother tongue is English. In clarity of thought and
expression, while expounding his vewpoint he Surpasses even writers like
Toynbee. At places his style reminds one of compared to Wil Durant's book

Seanned
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story of Philosophy". He has made a dry and insipid subject like history an

njoyable reading, just as Will Durant has done it in the case of philosophy, a
ubject considered equally dry.

Paucity of space does not permit me to quote extensively quotable,
riliant and beautiful observations from the book . Therefore, | will limit

itself to quoting only a few of them, to share my experience with the
xaders:

*

Writing about the Personality and achievements of Hazrat Omar

(RA) he says: "History bends to the will of man when it is exercised
with faith and steadfastness." (Volume 1, page 34),

Dlagnosmg the causes of the decline of a cnvnllzatlon he writes:
Clvmzatlons decay from within. Extemal factors are mere occasions

that prowde the coup de grace for a civilization." (Volume 1, page
89).

In his opening remarks to the Chapter on Mahmud of Ghazna, he
~remarks: "History IS infinitely elastic. The actions of one person in

any age cause ripples that affect the lives of thousands who live
downstream." (Volume 1, page 187).

"Those who chisel out the edifice of history do so with their power,

bending the flow of events to their will, and they leave behind a

blazing trail for others to follow (Volume 1, page 180). |

"Great ideas resonate through history. much like the echo of drums

between chains of mountains". (Volume 1, page 266).

* On the tfagic end of Razia Sultana, the ruler of India;, he writes:

"She rose like a star and like a meteorite she fell, illuminating the
“world |

~* bothin her rise and her fall." (Volume 1, page 286). |

"Tasawwuf runs like a mighty river throughout Islamic history,

turning its vast landscape into a veritable spiritual garden." (Volume

1, page 316).
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*  "Civiliztion moves in epochs. In each, the rules of competition are

different. What drives the global civilzation today is economic
centralization, and the aristocrats of the drive are the bankers. The
merchant, the industrialist, the soldier, the teacher and the mulizh
are all beholden to the banker, especially to the global credit |

system.” (Volume 2, page 151).
*  "Critical moments in history are like earthquakes, They manifest

themselves as convulsions releasing the pent up stresses of
generations. When the tremors are over, they leave behind 2
legacy, which becomes a prelude to the next major events,"(Volume
2, page 226). '
Indeed, the book is as much a book of literature as it is @ book on
history and the philosophy of history. One cannot escape the charm of words
while reading the book. As a philosopher of history, among the Muslims, |
would not hesitate to allot to Dr. Nazeer Ahmed, a place next only to Ibn
Khaldun. ‘
The book is available from Bames & Noble.com, Amazon.com,
Borders.com and Kazi Publications.
(Professor Niaz Erfan was formerly Project Preparation liaison officer
of the World Bank for Educational and Examination Reforms in Pakistan and

Joint Educational Advisor, Govemment of Pakistan).
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